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believe him, was the real founder of civil society. How many
crimes, wars, murders, miseries, and horrors would Dot have been
spared to the human race by any one who, pulling up the stakes
or filing in the trench, could have called out to his fellows: 'Be-
ware of listening to this impostor; you are undone if you forget
that the earth belongs to no one, and that its fruits are for all !'"
For, he claims, it is the institution of property that
soon led to robbery and insecurity, and this brought about
civilization and laws to protect the accumulations of the
wealthy. Through a law-governed society the poor were
thrown more deeply into bondage and a new power was
added to the rich.1
As Rousseau's democratic and revolutionary spirit Afterwith-
developed, Paris, with its hypocritical and cold-blooded Montmo-
atmosphere, became more  and more  stifling to  him. produced by
Finally, in 1756, "he withdrew to the village of Mont-
morency and the society of devoted friends.   Here in s°MCon~
1761, after a period of idleness and a most unfortunate .&»*&, which
1 The following ironical letter written by Voltaire to Rousseau concern-
ing this work exposes the fundamental weakness of the author's philos-
ophy : —
"I have received your new book against the hitman race and thank you
for it. Never was such cleverness used in the design of making us all
stupid. One longs on reading your book to walk on all fours. But as I
have lost that habit for more than sixty years, I feel unhappily the im-
possibility of renewing it. Nor can I embark in search of the savages of
Canada, because the maladies to which I am condemned render a Euro-
pean surgeon necessary to me ; because war is going on in those regions ;
and because the example of our actions has made the savages nearly as
bad as ourselves.'*

